
SNDC Village Clusters Response from Tharston and Hapton Parish Council 

QUESTION 135: Do you agree with the extent of the Settlement Limit 

and any changes proposed? If not, please explain what further 

changes should be made. 

Tharston and Hapton parish Council is two villages making up one parish, 

near Long Stratton, with Hapton suffering from no amenities except a 

school. They have no bus service and are only served by a garage, mobile 

library, and mobile food truck. Tharston is closer to Long Stratton but also 

suffers with little in the way of infrastructure except the new housing estate 

of Tharston Meadows but in general most residents need transport to 

access the local shops, Doctors, Library and bus routes.  

We cannot comment for Flordon Parish Council  

QUESTION 136: Do you support or object to the allocation of the 

preferred site? Please add additional comments to explain your 

response and please specify which site(s) you are referring to. If the 

site is allocated, do you think there are any specific requirements that 

should be set out in the allocation policy? 

Site: SN4048, Land to the north of The Street, Hapton 

This site is not suitable for development at all due to the dreadfully limited 

access and being on a remarkably busy road with a very dangerous blind 

corner to navigate when leaving the village towards Hempnall. 

The Parish Council would oppose any development on this site. 

Reasoned justification states "there is an existing footpath from the site to 
the school". This does not exist for any of the proposed new development, 
only from the corner of No. 3, The Street. It will need to be created in addi-
tion to "subject to creating a safe access which addresses the significant 
change of level from the site to the highway". Given the nature of 
the very sharp corner at that end of the village (not to mention the speed 
some vehicles come round there) this poses a significant risk to public 
safety. The road through the village is a ‘C’ road and is not suitable for ex-
isting traffic levels, without adding to this further. 
 
The document mentions "substantial tree and hedge planting" in the parish, 
yet proposes removing the hedge planted along that stretch of road which 
is now well established. This flies in the face of several established sus-
tainability policies, from Norfolk County Council through to the Parish 
Council. 
 



Policy SNVC3 states that any development "should meet the affordable 
housing and housing mix requirements of the most up to date SHMA" - 
since there is no shop, post office or bus service, any new resident will be 
required to have access to a car and so cannot really be classed as 'af-
fordable' in this sense. Investment in broadband and mobile phone cover-
age in the area has been historically poor and a new development of this 
size will only put more strain on amenities that are now considered essen-
tial. 
 
The water pressure at that end of The Street is too low to support additional 

housing and properties on side opposite the proposed site have suffered 

several instances of flooding in the past (including having to call the Fire 

Brigade) and this development only serves to exacerbate the issue. 

Facilities further afield (i.e. Secondary School and Doctor’s Surgery in Long 

Stratton) are already at or near capacity. This will not be ameliorated until 

the Long Stratton Neighbourhood Plan and the Long Stratton Area Action 

Plan have been fully implemented, which is many years distant and relies 

on third party, private development. 

 

QUESTION 137: Do you think that any of the rejected sites should be 

allocated instead of, or in addition to, the preferred site? Please add 

additional comments to explain your response and please specify 

which site(s) you are referring to. 

SN0255. The Laurels, Land north of The Street 

SN1051. Land at The Street, Tharston 

None of these sites is suitable for development and again the Parish 

Council would oppose any such development in the village of Tharston due 

to the lack of infrastructure and amenities for our parishioners to enjoy. 


